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EXECUTIVE FINDINGS

Rising immigration feeds a perception of insecurity, undermining public trust and heightening
social tensions across the city. Mumbai is facing a serious challenge due to the overcrowding
caused by illegal immigrants, which has put immense pressure on the city's already stretched
infrastructure and increased the risk of systemic failure. Public services such as healthcare,
education, and sanitation are overwhelmed, reducing access for local residents and impacting
public welfare. Over the years, there has been a demographic shift, with the Hindu population
decreasing from 88% in 1961 to 66% in 2011, while the Muslim population has risen from 8% to
21%. By 2051, it is projected that the Hindu population will drop below 54%, and the Muslim
population will rise to approximately 30%. Surveys indicate that 40% of supporters for continued
migration of illegal immigrants are family members, and more than 50% of the women
interviewed are involved in prostitution. Additionally, 40% of immigrants send remittances

ranging from 10,000 to X1,00,000 per month to their home countries.

The influx of immigrants raises concerns about national security, with potential links to extremist
groups leading to increased monitoring by security agencies. Allegations of "vote-bank politics"
emerge, as forged documents allow illegal participation in elections, undermining democratic
processes. Illegal immigration is also seen as a cultural threat, with claims of erosion of the
Marathi identity in Mumbai. The city's infrastructure is strained further as immigrants occupy
slums, leading to unauthorized construction and worsening conditions for the poor. By accepting
lower wages, immigrants displace locals in the job market, driving down wages and creating
resentment. Jobs in sectors like domestic work and construction, once held by locals, are

increasingly taken over by immigrants, causing social divisions.

The demand for affordable housing by immigrants has driven up rental prices, making housing
unaffordable for low-income families. Overcrowded schools, inadequate electricity, and water
supplies in slums such as Govandi and Mankhurd highlight the strain on resources. Without

proper documentation, immigrants are excluded from formal economic channels, resulting in a

10
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cycle of poverty that places additional pressure on the city. Social tensions and clashes are rising,
fueled by economic disparities, while health risks are escalating due to poor living conditions in
immigrant-dense areas. Law enforcement struggles to maintain order in congested immigrant
neighborhoods, and government resources are diverted to these areas, draining funds from

essential services for local taxpayers.

High unemployment among immigrants contributes to social instability and illegal activities.
Immigrant enclaves, often isolated from the rest of the city, reinforce social segregation and
create "no-entry" zones. Informal settlements disrupt urban planning and competition for limited
resources fosters divisions within communities. Immigrants in the informal labour market lower
labour standards, while those without formal financial options face economic exploitation. Public
transportation is overwhelmed by the influx, and cultural differences create mistrust and social
divides. The lack of official data on immigrants complicates resource management, while their

presence distorts census data and affects government funding allocations.

Frequent relocations by immigrant families destabilize communities, and social disparities widen
as competition for resources intensifies. Immigrants using public health insurance strain the
healthcare system, and inadequate waste management in overcrowded areas leads to pollution
and health risks. Limited job opportunities push immigrants into unregulated and unsafe labour
conditions. Nationalist sentiment is growing as policy debates on immigration polarize, with
accusations of political manipulation for immigrant votes. Public infrastructure projects are
delayed as planners struggle to address the pressures of unchecked immigration. Effective
measures such as border control, deportation processes, and diplomatic engagement are essential
to safeguard national sovereignty and citizen rights. Public trust is eroded, and social tensions

rise as immigration issues remain unresolved.
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"Immigration that lacks structure risks transforming cities from places of

opportunity to zones of overcrowding and conflict." — James H. Johnson

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

"Unregulated immigration can be a burden on cities, leaving resources

stretched and residents at odds.""

1.1 Background

The population structure of a country is predisposed by several components of which fertility
rate, mortality rate, and migration patterns play a vital role. To understand the evolution and
development of a society, it is crucial to understand the patterns of growth, decline and
movement within human populations. By scrutinising these patterns, one can gain insights into
challenges and opportunities that affect social, economic and political development of any

society.

Although birth and death rates influence natural population growth, migration, whether internal
or international, can significantly impact the demographic, social, and economic makeup of
regions (Lee, 2003; Weeks, 2020). In the coming decades, migration will become an increasingly
important driver of population change. The impact of migration on population growth or decline
varies significantly across different regions and periods.
(https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/populationfacts/doc

s/MigrationPopFacts20178.pdf).

Migration often serves as an indicator of socio-economic inequality, highlighting differences in
resources, opportunities, and governance between regions (Upadhya, 2019). Migration is
classified into internal migration, which occurs within a country, and international migration,
which involves movement across national borders. Internal migration is often referred to as in-

migration and out-migration, while international migration involves immigration and emigration,
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respectively (United Nations, 2018). International migration includes asylum seekers, refugees,
and illegal immigrants, each with distinct characteristics. Asylum seekers are individuals fleeing
persecution and seeking protection in another country, while refugees are those granted legal
protection due to a well-founded fear of harm in their home country. Both groups typically
migrate due to safety concerns. In contrast, illegal immigrants enter or remain in a country
without legal authorisation, often for economic opportunities or family reunification, and lack the

legal protections of refugees or asylum seekers.

According to Article 19 of the Constitution of India, migration within the country is a
fundamental right, allowing Indian citizens the freedom to move across states without

restrictions.

In India, migration has been a significant driver of urbanization, particularly in cities like
Mumbai, which have experienced rapid population growth due to internal migration. According
to the 2011 Census, nearly 38% of India’s population (450 million people) is engaged in internal
migration, with marriage being the predominant reason, particularly among women (69% of
migrants). International migration has also contributed to India's demographic diversity, with
over 5 million immigrants, primarily from Bangladesh, Nepal, and Pakistan, adding to the
country's cultural mosaic. However, international migration is strictly regulated in India, and the
government enforces policies and laws to protect native citizens from illegal immigration
(Srivastava, 2012). While legal immigration can foster economic growth and cultural
enrichment, undocumented immigration often leads to challenges, including involvement in
illegal activities like smuggling and drug trafficking, which can hinder national development
(Weinstein, 2008 & Thachuk, 2007). Additionally, illegal immigration has raised political
concerns, including the issue of shadow voting, which threatens the integrity of India’s

democratic processes (Nath, 2009).

India has a cruel history of migration due to Islamic Invasion throughout the decades by different
clans. Turkic and Mongol Invasions: Invaders such as Mahmud of Ghazni and later the Mongols
brought devastation, plunder, and the forced movement of local populations. During the Delhi
Sultanate and Mughal Empire, forced migration took the form of slavery. Conquered peoples,
particularly women and children, were taken as slaves and forcibly relocated. One of the most

traumatic migrations in modern history occurred during the partition of British India into India
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and Pakistan. Around 15 million people were displaced, and approximately 2 million people
were killed in the ensuing violence. Families were uprooted overnight, facing communal riots,
massacres, and loss of property. Women suffered atrocities, including abduction and sexual
violence. This migration was marked by trains arriving at their destinations full of corpses,
communal slaughter, and one of the largest instances of ethnic cleansing in history. During
British colonial rule, large numbers of Indians were sent as indentured laborers to colonies such
as Mauritius, Fiji, Trinidad, and Guyana. While this was outward migration, the process involved
deceitful contracts, harsh working conditions, and the breakdown of families. It stemmed from
India's colonial exploitation, creating a legacy of suffering. The Liberation War of Bangladesh
led to the migration of nearly 10 million refugees into India. This period was marked by
atrocities, including the killing and displacement of Bengali Hindus and Muslims by the
Pakistani Army. After China annexed Tibet, over 80,000 Tibetans, including the Dalai Lama, fled
to India. The journey through the Himalayas was perilous, with many perishing from cold and

starvation.

After India gained independence in 1947, migration patterns changed considerably, driven
largely by political and economic factors. One of the most significant and continuing sources of
international migration has been from neighbouring countries, especially Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Nepal, Pakistan, and Afghanistan (Khadria, 2008). Migration from Pakistan and Afghanistan has
declined in recent decades due to tighter border controls and enhanced surveillance. However,
migration from Bangladesh and Myanmar remains a persistent concern driven by porous borders
and ongoing historical and cultural connections that continue to facilitate movement between

these countries (Nath, 2009).

In particular, migration from Bangladesh to India has followed a Route shaped by both push and
pull factors. Push factors, such as economic hardship, environmental challenges, and political
instability, mainly drove early migration from Bangladesh to India. Following Bangladesh’s
independence in 1971, the country endured significant financial struggles, with more than 80%
of the population living in extreme poverty. This was compounded by frequent natural disasters
like floods and cyclones, which displaced communities and devastated livelihoods (UNDP,

2019). These conditions led to a large exodus of people seeking better opportunities in
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neighbouring India. The migration was primarily driven by survival, as individuals sought refuge

and employment in India to escape the harsh realities in their home country (Sarma, 2015).

Over time, migration from Bangladesh to India has evolved from being largely driven by push
factors to a more complex mix of both push and pull factors. While economic hardship and
environmental disasters continue to be the significant push factors, the pull factors from India
have become more influential. Economic growth, better job opportunities, improved living
standards, and access to better healthcare and education in India have drawn more Bangladeshis,
especially to urban centres and Border States like West Bengal and Assam (Sharma, 2015 & Das,
2018). The porous India-Bangladesh border, coupled with shared cultural ties, facilitated the
movement of migrants, often without significant barriers. The flow of people across this border
is typically less restricted, sometimes even occurring openly during the day, allowing immigrants

to settle without being detected (Das, 2016).

From the 1990s onward, the pull factors became more influential. Indian urban centres,
especially cities like Mumbai, Delhi, and western part of India and some growing cities offered
better economic opportunities and a higher standard of living, drawing increasing numbers of
migrants from Bangladesh. These immigrants found work in India’s growing informal sectors,
such as construction, domestic labour, and low-wage manufacturing, providing a vital source of
income for those with few options in Bangladesh. As these migrants became part of India’s
informal economy, their presence began to shape the socio-economic fabric of major urban areas.
Meanwhile, while the Indian government stepped up efforts to regulate immigration, especially
along the Bangladesh border, the combination of porous borders and weak enforcement allowed

the flow of undocumented migrants to persist (Srivastava, 2012).

Today, migration from Bangladesh to India is not just about escaping economic hardship but also
about seeking a better quality of life. As Bangladesh’s economy has improved in recent years,
with the rise of the growing middle class, migration trends have evolved. Migrants now come not
only in search of employment but also for better educational and healthcare opportunities. These
pull factors, along with the political stability and enhanced infrastructure in Indian cities,

continue to attract people across the border (Sikder, 2020).

Despite the evolving nature of the migration, the socio-political impacts remain substantial. The

influx of undocumented migrants has caused demographic changes, especially in border states
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like West Bengal and Assam. These changes have put a strain on resources, increased job
competition, political representation, demographic imbalance and fuelled tensions between local
populations and migrants. In Assam, for example, the presence of a significant number of illegal
immigrants has been associated with political instability and socio-economic issues, such as
National security concerns have grown more pressing, with the Ministry of Home Affairs
highlighting the risks associated with illegal immigration. The Ministry estimates that over 20
million undocumented immigrants live in India, many settling in urban areas such as Mumbai,
Delhi, and Kolkata, where they flee political instability, environmental decline, and poverty in
their home countries (Ministry of Home Affairs, 2020). However, their lack of legal status
excludes them from formal socio-economic systems, creating a shadow population that is largely
absent from official demographic records (Chakraborty & Deb, 2019). This situation presents
significant challenges for governance and resource distribution, particularly in overcrowded

urban centres.

The absence of a unified system of citizenship documentation heightens the challenge of
identifying illegal immigrants in India. Unlike countries that issue a single “citizenship card,"
India uses a range of documents, such as passports, voter IDs, Aadhaar cards, and birth
certificates—to verify citizenship. This fragmented system makes it easier for undocumented
immigrants to integrate into society (Ministry of Home Affairs, 2020). As a result, it creates a
substantial governance challenge, security challenge, social tension, intensifying crime, social

instability allowing illegal immigrants to evade detection with ease.

1.2 Literature Review

Migration largely shaped the demographic, social and economic landscape of Mumbai.
Deshpande (2019) notes that the city witnessed a significant increase in the number of migrants
between 2001 and 2011, with more than half of its residents’ becoming immigrants in 2011.
These migrants play a crucial role in the city’s workforce, according to Kumar (2017), especially
in low-wage sectors such as construction and domestic work. However, their arrival also brings
social, security, demographic imbalance and economic challenges. Bhatia (2019) argues that
while these immigrants contribute to cheap labour, they also intensify job competition, often

resulting in lower wages and higher unemployment for local workers.
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Sinha (2020) observes that immigrant communities have enriched the city’s cultural fabric; they
have also contributed to the segregation of neighbourhoods, which in turn heightens society.
According to Patil (2017), this division is linked to rising incidents of community violence.
Political participation also influences these dynamics. Ghosh (2016) argues that political parties
often rely on illegal immigrants for electoral gains, using them as vote banks, undermining law

enforcement efforts and complicating immigration management.

Datta (2019) examines the connection between illegal migration and criminal activities, such as
human trafficking and drug trafficking. However, Raj (2020) criticises existing research for not
clearly distinguishing between different types of immigrants and their involvement in these
criminal networks. This lack of clarity creates a gap in understanding the full scope of the crimes

linked to illegal immigration.

While the presence of illegal Bangladeshi Rohingya immigrants in Mumbai is acknowledged,
existing literature lacks detailed information on their geographical distribution and socio-
economic impact, including the mapping of settlement patterns and identifying hotspots where
these colonies are concentrated and the religious induced political and religious support system
from the illegal migration. Additionally, there are significant gaps in understanding the religious,
social and political motivations behind migration from Myanmar and Bangladesh. Most study
the reasons for migration in broad terms without exploring the religious and political
complexities of these areas. Whereas it is widely understood that porous borders and informal
networks facilitate this migration, there is little empirical research exploring the mechanisms and
process behind these complex migration processes. While existing literature addresses the
economic consequences of migration, there is a lack of research on how illegal migration
impacts core urban population’s composition. In particular, local communities such as the Kolis,
who have historically been marginalised due to the influx of immigrants, have not been

sufficiently documented.

While some studies address the stress on public services, jobs and housing through illegal
migration, they fail to systematically examine how this affects the city’s long-term development
goals, potential security threat, demographic imbalance and political and social instability. Few
studies have been done on how illegal immigration contributes to urban expansion, waste and

environmental degradation, which are all important issues for urban planning and governance.
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Although the literature acknowledges the burden of illegal migration on health care services,
there is limited insight into how illegal immigrants access health care and their public health
risks. Factors such as the prevalence of infectious diseases, malnutrition, and lack of housing
among migrants have not yet been adequately studied. Additionally, there is a lack of
comprehensive research evaluating the effectiveness of current legal and administrative policies

aimed at addressing illegal immigration in Mumbai.

1.3 Need of the study

Mumbai is also referred to as the country's financial capital. The city is located on the west coast

of India and is the capital of the state of  Figure 1.3.1 Position of Mumbai in Map of India

Maharashtra. It is also an important port
city, handles much of India's international
trade, and is home to the headquarters of
several large Indian corporations and many
multinational companies. As Mumbai
continues to attract migrants seeking
improved livelihoods, demographic shifts
that strain resources and intensify social

. MUMBAI
tensions. o

Over time, the city has attracted a large
influx of unskilled and semiskilled migrants
from across the country and beyond its

borders. As a result, the Koli Samaj, the

original inhabitants of Mumbai, have nhttps:/maps-mumbai.com/img/1200/mumbai-location-map.ipg

become a minority and have faced increasing clashes among the caste and religious groups in
recent decades. This has been reshaping the region’s demography. The influx of immigrants has
created increased competition for lower-wage jobs. As a result, they often compete with migrants
for employment, which can lead to lower wages and higher unemployment rates for the local

population.
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Bangladeshi national held in Mumbai for illegally staying
in India since 1994

Ahmed Ali / Oct 10, 2024, 22:18 IST

Mumbai: The city crime branch has arrested a
Bangladeshi national who was illegally staying in
India since 1994 and obtained key documents
such as a ration card, Aadhaar card, driving
licence, and voter I-D, using fictitious documents.
During the probe, police procured his call details

and found he was in touch with his family,

including his wife and grown-up kids, on

Link: Attps://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/bangladeshi-national-arrested-in-
mumbai-illegal-stay-since-1994-uncovered/articleshow/114127763.cms

Additionally, illegal migrants pose a risk to the labour market and social integration in Mumbai.
Therefore, a comprehensive study of illegal migrants and their economic contribution is
essential. Understanding these economic and social issues helps in the development of effective
policies. In addition, it has been observed that, over time, immigrants have taken the employment
opportunities for residents. Earlier, most of the low-skilled jobs, like coolie, vendors,
and industrial workers, were mainly occupied by native Maharashtrians, but after the Covid
pandemic, there has been reverse migration of Maharashtrians from labour work to agrarian
work and because of regional development and urbanisation local level. These immigrants from
Bangladesh and Rohingya have captured the gap created in the low-skilled jobs. These
immigrants in Mumbai are frequently associated with various criminal activities, such as
smuggling, prostitution and drug trafficking. The city’s organised crime networks create an
environment where illegal migrants can easily become entangled in drug trafficking and
prostitution operations. Historical ties between migrant communities and local gangs facilitate
this involvement (Kumar, 2003). These migrants are also causing a threat to social security. Over

time, migrants often bring additional relatives and household members to settle, thereby
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